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Peter May
Peter F. May was voted into the Chairman role within TWC in May of 2020.  Previously, he was vice president 

for administration, chief legal officer, and secretary for World Learning (founded in 1932 as The Experiment in 
International Living), a fully accredited higher education and development assistance NGO with education sites and 
project operations in 70 countries.
 

For over 25 years, Peter has been a non-profit consultant and attorney, advising US and international higher 
education and non-profit institutions on strategy, business structure, board governance, strategic program 
partnerships, contracts, employment, risk, and crisis management, compliance, and international expansion.  Peter 
most recently served as the chief legal officer for the American University of Beirut (AUB) and its 400-bed AUB 
Medical Center, in Lebanon.
 

Peter’s diverse board experience includes serving as a director of the National Association of College and 
University Attorneys (NACUA), Washington, DC, the Yale Arab Alumni Association, Beirut, Lebanon, the Downtown 
Brattleboro Alliance (DBA), Brattleboro, VT, and LastMileNet, LLC, Westminster West,
Vermont. He has also held elected positions in local government, serving as Town Moderator of Putney, VT, and Chair 
of the Putney Town School Board.
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Ralph Kauzlarich
Colonel Ralph L. Kauzlarich (U.S. Army, Retired) hails from the States of Montana and Oregon.  A 1988 

graduate from the United States Military Academy, Colonel Kauzlarich was commissioned as an Infantry Officer and 
served in multiple mechanized, air assault, and Airborne Ranger command and staff positions.

 Through his 24 years of honorable service, the highlight of Colonel Kauzlarich’s military career was when he 
stood up the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment “Rangers” from scratch (manned, equipped and trained), deployed, 
fought, won and redeployed the Battalion after over 14 months of intense combat in Baghdad, Iraq in support of the 
“Surge.”  His Battalion’s feats will forever be remembered given the book, “The Good Soldiers,” written by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author David Finkel.  

Following his military career, he led the Georgia Military College’s Milledgeville, Madison, and Sandersville 
Campuses as the Executive Director.  Over the late summer and fall of 2018, he served as APR Energy’s Company 
Quality Assurance Director and Country Manager for the U.S. Virgin Islands.  Now he is the President & Chief 
Operating Officer of Kauz & Effect Consulting, LLC, while serving as a Fiduciary/Financial Advisor for First Command 
Financial Services.  

His present extracurricular activities include serving as the Honorary Colonel of the 16th Infantry Regiment and 
volunteering with the Knights of Columbus. Married to his wife Stephanie, of 31 years, they have three children, Allie 
(20), Jacob (18), and Garrett (17).
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Deborah Manzanares
 Deborah is a current member of the Colorado Army National Guard and works for Hewlett Packard full time.  
She has held numerous positions in the military and currently serves as the Command Sergeant Major for the 3-157th 
Field Artillery Regiment in Colorado Springs, CO.

Deborah’s day job is as an eCommerce Operations Manager for HP and has been with them for nearly 20 years.  
She has served on a few local and international boards focusing on human trafficking and human rights.  She is a 
Youth Program Group Leader for the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors.  This program helps military survivors 
navigate through loss and grief. 

Deborah has one daughter, Chelsea.  She and her husband live outside Fort Leavenworth, KS with her amazing 
eight year old granddaughter, Ocean.  Her passions are volunteering, traveling, reading, and being outside in nature.  
She loves yoga and kayaking.  She likes to eat too!  Loves good food.  

Deborah is looking forward to serving through the TWC community and supporting military families as they 
grow their resiliency.
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Bryan Stewart
Bryan currently serves as the CEO for PracticeWise, LLC. PracticeWise is a mission-driven company that serves 

individuals and organizations working with children and families struggling with behavioral health challenges. 

Bryan has over two decades of leadership experience including nearly 7 years of service as a U.S. Marine Corps 
infantry officer. Bryan joined PracticeWise in 2018 following successful domestic and international commercial 
leadership roles in a variety of blue-chip healthcare companies including Medtronic, Abbott Laboratories, Zimmer 
Biomet, AmeriPath, Healogics, Humana, and Sage Growth Partners. He currently serves on a number of corporate, 
education, and community boards including Groundswell Startups, Simple Therapy, The Ohio State University College 
of Education, and the City of Satellite Beach.

Passionate about his faith, his family, and serving others, Bryan strives to be a servant leader worthy of 
following who leads by example with compassion, humility, strength, and a genuine sense of humor. He is a 
straight-talker who is passionate about learning, growing, and helping individuals, teams, and organizations discover 
and fulfill their purpose. 

Bryan's dream job is to be a cast member on Saturday Night Live!  Live from New York…!
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Charisa McNair

Charisa is originally from Chicago but grew up in South Central Los Angeles.  Her dad was a Korean War Navy 
Veteran who moved their family to California so he could attend law school at night on the GI Bill.  When she was 17, 
a major defense firm recruited Charisa for a job while she was still in high school, and she spent the first twelve years 
of her career working directly with the U.S. Air Force and other DoD agencies.  Charisa loved the camaraderie, 
teamwork and especially, the leadership.  It didn’t matter that she was a civilian, very young, and almost always the 
only black female in the room, she was accepted and respected as a valued member of the team. Charisa has loved 
the military, ever since.

Once, shortly after she’d moved to New York City many years later, Charisa was accidentally locked inside a 
high-end department store (that she didn’t frequent), after it closed. Long story short, after an awkward call to ask a 
police dispatcher to send a couple of New York’s finest to fetch her, the officers found her near the Louis Vuitton 
handbag boutique inside Saks Fifth Avenue. They were clearly annoyed, but also a little amused with her Home Alone 
predicament. Charisa’s New York friends will never let her live it down!
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Bill Beatty
Bill is a highly experienced change and business transformation professional with a diverse background in the 

financial services, customer contact/customer relationships, consulting and outsourcing/offshoring industries.  He is 
also a talented change manager with the unique ability to effectively balance business requirements with the needs of 
teammates to drive bottom line performance and enhance the customer experience.  Bill also has a reputation for 
bringing out the best in people with change and transformation initiatives ranging from new technology 
implementations to mergers to outsourcing/offshoring programs.

Bill in his personal time continues to work on his golf game that is still challenged to break par, really 80.  Also, 
an avid sports enthusiast with years of support for his local Carolina Panthers NFL team.
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Kirsten Beske
The mission of TWC resonates deeply for Kirsten as a trained psychotherapist, knowing how difficult 

recovering from trauma can be.  She is honored to help to support the men and women who have 
courageously served our country.

Kirsten is the founder and head of a consulting/coaching business, AProPositive LLC.  Her passion is in 
Positive Psychology, the science of what makes people thrive.  Kirsten’s specialty is coaching professionals 
and entrepreneurs in Mindset - facilitating shifts in perspective and unblocking inner barriers to accelerate 
movement towards client’s goals and success. 

Kirsten is a passionate outdoor enthusiast and athlete, who has found outlets for all kinds of activities 
in the beautiful state of Vermont.  She raised her two children in Brattleboro, Vermont,  both of whom now 
attend college in the Midwest.  Her extended family is from Minnesota, but she grew up in the Princeton, NJ 
area.  Kirsten played Division 1 tennis at Harvard and then attended law school at Boston University.  After 
14 years of law practice, she re-evaluated her priorities and went back to school for a Masters in Clinical 
Psychology and became a psychotherapist - with a mission of being of service.  


